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Welcome to Christ Church for our 

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

 

ENTRANCE CAROL 

ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY –  
NB. 1st verse CHOIR only 

Once in royal David's city, 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her Baby  

In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild,  

Jesus Christ her little Child. 

 

All 

He came down to earth from heaven,  

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable,  

And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor, and mean, and lowly,  

Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

And through all His wondrous childhood  

He would honour and obey, 

Love and watch the lowly maiden,  

In whose gentle arms He lay: 

Christian children all must be  

Mild, obedient, good as He. 



 

For he is our childhood's pattern;  

Day by day, like us He grew; 

He was little, weak and helpless,  

Tears and smiles like us He knew; 

And He feeleth for our sadness,  

And He shareth in our gladness. 

 

And our eyes at last shall see Him,  

Through His own redeeming love; 

For that Child so dear and gentle  

Is our Lord in heaven above, 

And He leads His children on  

To the place where He is gone. 

 

Not in that poor lowly stable,  

With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see Him; but in heaven,  

Set at God's right hand on high; 

Where like stars His children crowned  

All in white shall wait around. 

 

 

The Bidding Prayer & welcome – The Revd Nancy Ford 

 
 
CAROL [Choir only] – “Rejoice and be merry” 
 
 



1st Lesson  Genesis 3: 8 –15: read by Tony S  
 

God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of 
woman shall bruise the serpent’s head. 
 

And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst 
the trees of the garden. 

And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, 
Where art thou? 

And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 

And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast 
thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that 
thou shouldest not eat? 

And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be 
with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 

And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that 
thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent 
beguiled me, and I did eat. 

And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou 
hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above 
every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and 
dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 



 
CAROL – O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, 
The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years, 
Are met in thee tonight. 

O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God, the King, 
And peace to all the earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary, 
And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 

How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous Gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 

 
 
 
 



O holy child of Bethlehem, 
Descend on us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel. 
 
 
2nd Lesson Genesis 22: 15 – 18: read by John B 
 
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the 
nations of the earth be blessed. 
 
And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of 
heaven the second time, and said, “By myself have I 
sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this 
thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 
That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the 
sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall 
possess the gate of his enemies; 
And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice”. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 



 
CAROL – SEE AMID THE WINTER’S SNOW 
 
See amid the winter's snow 
Born for us on earth below 
See the Lamb of God appears 
Promised from eternal years! 
 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem 
Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
 
Lo within a manger lies 
He who built the starry skies, 
He who, throned in height sublime, 
Sits amid the cherubim! Refrain 
 
Say, ye holy shepherds, say, 
What your joyful news today; 
Wherefore have ye left your sheep 
On the lonely mountain steep? Refrain 
 
‘As we watched at dead of night, 
Lo, we saw a wondrous light; 
Angels singing “Peace on earth”, 
Told us of a saviour’s birth.’ Refrain 
 
Sacred infant, all divine 
What a tender love was thine 
Thus to come from highest bliss 
Down to such a world as this Refrain  
 



 
 
3rd Lesson Isaiah 9: 2,6 & 7- read by Val G 
 
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 
 
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 
upon them hath the light shined. For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and peace there shall 
be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
CAROL - GOOD KING WENCESLAS 

Good King Wenceslas looked out on the feast of Stephen, 
when the snow lay round about, deep and crisp and even. 
Brightly shone the moon that night,  
though the frost was cruel, 
when a poor man came in sight, gathering winter fuel. 
 



Gents  
Hither, page, and stand by me. If thou know’st it telling: 
yonder peasant, who is he? Where and what his dwelling? 
Ladies  
Sire, he lives a good league hence,  
underneath the mountain, 
right against the forest fence by Saint Agnes fountain. 
 
Gents 
Bring me flesh, and bring me wine.  
Bring me pine logs hither. 
Thou and I will see him dine when we bear them thither. 
All 
Page and monarch, forth they went,  
forth they went together 
through the rude wind's wild lament and the bitter weather. 
 
Ladies 
Sire, the night is darker now, and the wind blows stronger. 
Fails my heart, I know not how - I can go no longer. 
Gents 
Mark my footsteps good, my page,  
tread thou in them boldly: 
Thou shalt find the winter's rage  
freeze thy blood less coldly. 
All  
In his master’s steps he trod, Where the snow lay dinted; 
Heat was in the very sod which the saint had printed. 
Therefore Christian men, be sure,  
wealth or rank possessing 
Ye who now will bless the poor,  
shall yourselves find blessing. 
 



4th Lesson Isaiah 11: 1 – 9 – read by The Revd Elliott A 
 
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown 
 
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 
And the spirit of the Lord. shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; 
And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of 
the Lord. With righteousness shall he judge the poor, and 
reprove with equity for the meek of the earth:  
The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion 
and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 
And the cow and the bear shall feed;  
their young ones shall lie down together:  
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and 
the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain:  
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 
 

CAROL [Choir only] – Mary what is it you ponder? 

 
 
 
 



5th Lesson Luke 1: 26 – 35 & 38 read by Ann P 
 
The Angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary 

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from 
God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin 
espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. 

And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that 
art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou 
among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled 
at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of 
salutation this should be. 

And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast 
found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in 
thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 
name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son 
of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end. 

Then said Mary unto the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I 
know not a man?” And the angel answered and said unto 
her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel 
departed from her. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 



SONG – O Holy Night  
[NB 1st Verse and chorus to be sung by a Soloist] 
 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth; 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
'Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 
 

Chorus 
Fall on your knees, Oh hear the angel voices! 
O night divine! O night when Christ was born. 
O night, O holy night, O night divine. 
 

Please stand and sing 
 

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming; 
With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand: 
So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
Here come the wise men from lands afar, 
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger, 
In all our trials born to be our friend; 
Chorus 
Fall on your knees, Oh hear the angel voices! 
O night divine! O night when Christ was born. 
O night, O holy night, O night divine. 
 
Truly He taught us one to love another; 
His law is Love and His gospel is Peace; 
Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in his name all oppression shall cease, 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful Chorus raise we; 
Let all within us praise his Holy name!  Chorus 

Public domain 



 
 
6th Lesson Luke 2: 1 – 7 read by Gwen M 
 
St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus 
 
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a 
decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be 
taxed. 
And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, 
being great with child. 
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. And she 
brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 
there was no room for them in the inn. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 
 

 

 

CAROL [Choir only] –  

"Lullay Lord Jesus (a Polish lullaby) " 

 
 
 



 
 
7th Lesson Luke 2: 8 – 16 read by Dorothy F 
 
The shepherds go to the manger 
 
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. 
 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let 
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which 
is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, 
and the babe lying in a manger. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 
 



CAROL – WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED 
 
While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down, 
and glory shone around. 
 
"Fear not," said he, for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind; 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to you and all mankind. 
 
"To you, in David's town, this day 
is born of David's line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 
and this shall be the sign: 
 
"The heavenly Babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
and in a manger laid." 
 
Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song: 
 
"All glory be to God on high 
and on earth be peace; 
good will henceforth from heaven to men 
begin and never cease." 
 

 



8th Lesson Matthew 2: 1 – 11 read by Ken Hobbs 

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus 
 
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from 
the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, 
and are come to worship him. 

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  And when he had 
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people 
together, he demanded of them where Christ should be 
born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for 
thus it is written by the prophet, 

And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least 
among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a 
Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, 
enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. 
And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search 
diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, 
bring me word again, that I may come and worship him 
also. 

When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the 
star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it 
came and stood over where the young child was. When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

And when they were come into the house, they saw the 
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him:  



and when they had opened their treasures, they presented 
unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 
CAROL – O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL 
 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant 
Oh come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels! 
O come let us adore him  
O come let us adore him  
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
God of God, light of light 
Lo he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
Very God, begotten not created: Refrain 
 
Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation 
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God in the highest: Refrain 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born for our salvation, 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; Refrain 
 

 

Please stand 
 

 
 



9th Lesson read by The Revd Nancy Ford 
 

St John 1: 1 – 14 
St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the 
beginning with God. 

All things were made by him; and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the 
darkness comprehended it not. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, 
that all men through him might believe. He was not that 
Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 

That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world 
was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many 
as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 
Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth.   

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Please sit 



Address by The Revd Nancy Ford 

 

CAROL   

Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic host proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King 
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored 
Christ, the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold him come 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see 
Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel! Refrain 
 
Hail the Heaven-born Prince of Peace 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild, He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the songs of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. Refrain 
 



The Collect for Christmas Eve 

Eternal God,  

in the stillness of the night you sent your almighty Word 

to pierce the world’s darkness with the light of salvation: 

give to the earth the peace that we long for 

and fill our hearts with the joy of heaven 

through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

The Blessing 

May the joy of the angels,  

the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the perseverance of the wise men, 

the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 

and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas; 

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 

always. 

All  Amen. 

 

The Voluntary played following the service will be: 

 Tiento de 2do Tono sobre la letanía de la Virgen by Pablo 
Bruna, 1611-79, Daroca. 

 
The whole church family of Christ Church  

would like to thank you  
for joining us today,  

and wish you and your loved ones 
a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas. 



Our Christmas Appeal 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This year, our church family have donated gift 

items that will be given to the residents of  

Care for Veterans. Gifts will be taken in individual 

Christmas bags to Care for Veterans after the  

Carol Service for them to distribute on  

Christmas morning.  

In addition, your offertory giving this afternoon 

will be donated to the Care for Veterans local 

home in Boundary Road, towards the work they 

do. 

 

The collection plate is at the entrance, we would 

be grateful for any donations, and please 

remember to ‘Gift Aid’ if you are able.  

Envelopes are available for your giving, on the 

table by the plate. 

 

Thank you! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Christmas Services in Christ Church: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

24th 11.30pm Holy Communion  
                                        with Revd Roger Walker 

25th 10.30am Holy Communion  
with Revd Maurice Slattery 

26th 10.30am Morning Prayer with Derek Hansen 

 
 
 
 

Contact us: 



Church Wardens: 
email: christchurchfinance@btinternet.com 

Email: christchurchvolunteers@btinternet.com 
 Parish Administrator:  

email: christchurchadmin@btinternet.com 
 

 
How about joining us for coffee  

and a chat in the New Year? 
 

We are normally open Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings from 10.30am till noon 

and Thursday afternoons from 2.30pm till 4pm 
On Thursdays, we also have a crafty table, for anyone 
to bring along their knitting, crocheting, colouring, in 

fact any crafts, or just stop by to have a natter! 
 

Even though our reordering has started, we are still 
serving coffee and tea in the café area at the front of 

the church near the kitchen hatch  
and in the organ vestry. 

 

We look forward to seeing you in the New Year! 
 

 

Open Church: The volunteers are having a rest, so we 
will not be open for coffee from after Thursday 23rd  

December until  
we re-open on Tuesday, 4th January at 10.30am,  

we look forward to seeing you then! 
 

 
 
 




